
Dear Parent/Guardian of a future AP Lit. and Comp. Student,  
 
Your child is enrolled in Oak Hill’s Advanced Placement English Literature & Composition 
class.  The purpose of this letter is threefold: first to explain how this course differs from a 
traditional senior English course, next to clarify goals and expectations, and finally to clarify 
what students must do in order to succeed.   
 
The Oak Hill AP English Lit and Comp program has been developed according to the College 
Board guidelines and will lead students through an in-depth study of literature equivalent to that 
of a survey course at the College/University level.  While the program may allow students to 
receive College credit by earning a 3 or above of the AP exam, the priority is to advance the 
knowledge and abilities of students through an intensive study of literature requiring independent 
thinking and careful reading, writing, and speaking.  Students should be aware that the course is 
fast-paced and will best serve students who have a passion for the written word and can commit 
themselves to the demanding goals of an AP program.  
 
The course will be demanding and students should expect to spend more than the “average” 
amount of time working on reading and writing assignments outside of class. It is important that 
students work to carefully read and write each assignment.  It is not enough to complete the 
assignment; to succeed in this course students must strive to complete each assignment in a 
manner consistent with their best work.  It is expected that students will be engaged in revisiting 
assignments prior to attending class. Poetry will always require multiple readings. Reading and 
reviewing short stories, essays and novels will require a greater deal of planning in order to 
achieve the level of reading required for this course. Written work should always be revisited and 
revised prior to submission, since achieving precision in diction, syntax and voice is a major 
focus of the course.  In addition to supporting written work with peer and teacher conferencing in 
class, after school conferencing will also be available; a schedule will be determined as a result 
of class discussion. 
 
It is worth noting that success in a course like this one is largely dependant on a student’s ability 
to organize his or her time effectively not only to study, but also to allow time to “read 
deliberately and thoroughly” as the College Board states in the Lit & Comp course description. 
Students must take the “time to understand a work’s complexity, to absorb its richness of 
meaning, and to analyze how the meaning is embodied in literary form.” This rigorous task is at 
the center of the rigorous course work of the AP Lit and Comp course.    
 
My role as the teacher is to organize the learning, evaluate student work and most of all and to 
create and follow a framework that allows students to “discover” the texts in a manner consistent 
with AP expectations.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me by phone at 375-4950 ext 
126 or through e-mail at jeremy.young@rsu4.org.  
 
Sincerely, 
 


